DECLARATION OF ROBERT YROOMAN

-L Robe:t VroommL do hcreby declare and state:

: Lhave rewewed the gov«zmment $ respnnse to Wen Ho Lee’s Mouon for Discovery of

o _-;j::Matermls Related to Selective Prosecution, mcludmg the attached Declaration of Special

3 -Agent Roben: Messemer. As set out below, Agent Messemer’s decla.rauon contains

LA numerous false statements, Based on my expenences with Agent Messerner and the

| ‘mformaxmn I have received from other FBI agents, I believe that he regularly distorts

information. |
[ did not tell'Agent Messemer, that Lee prabably ','assistcd the Chincse by helping fix
Chinese hydrocodes during his travel in 1986 and 1988. His allegation that [ did so is
false. Our April 28, 1999 meeting focused on |

and Agent Messemer’s theory that there was samcthi-;é
inappmﬁriate going on | . Tattended that

interview solely as a favor to John Browre, the director of Los Alamos National

'Laboratury When it was over, [ told Browm: that I considered the interview strange,

because it had nothing to do with the Les case. [ later lear,ned from officials at the CIA

that Agent Messcmer was falsely informing CIA officials that I had been critical

. Atthe ﬁma, Agent Messemer was anemptiﬁg to shift blame to the CIA for
possible fallout | . T sought to obtain a copy of

Ag"em: Messemer’s memoranda of my interview and to have it Qorrecied See Attachment

-

" one. The FBI refused to prov:de me a copy of this memorandum, whlch [ expect contains

false information.



Agent Messemer’s statement that the individuals selected for investigation were chosen
because they fit a “matrix” based on access to W-88 information and travel to the PRC is
false. Dozehs of individuals who share those characteristics were not chasen for
investigation. As I explained in my prior declaration, it is my firm belief that the actual
reason Dr, Lee was selected for investigation was because he made a call to another
person who was under investigation in spite of the fact that he assisted the FBL in this
case. It is my opinion that the failure to look at the rest of the population is because Lee
is ethnic Chinese.

Mr, Moore’s contention that the Chinese-target ethnically Chinese individuals to the
éxclusion of others, therefore making it rational to focus investigations on such

1

i?ndividuals was not borne out by our experience at Los Alamos, which was the critical
context for this investig,ation.. It was our experience that Chinese intelligence officials

contacted everyone from the laboratories with a nuclear weapons background whe visited

China for information, regardless of their ethnicity. I am unaware of any empirical data

that would support any inference that an Amencan citizen born in Taiwan would he more
|

likely than any other American citizen

! . . . N
Of the twelve people ultimately chosen for the short list on which the investigation

focused, some had no aceess at all to W-88 information, and ane did not have a security
clearance, but this individual is ethnically Chinese. I do not believe this was a

coincidence. Further, this ethnically Chinese individual did not fall within the “matrix”

which Agent Messemer claims was used by the DOE and FBI. In addiﬁrm. although

. there were other names on the Al list, Mr. Trulock made clear that Dr. Lee was his

primary suspect.
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6. Agent Messemer deliberatcly mischaracterizes the nature of my comments to him

regarding my concerns about Dr. Lee’s travel to the PRC. I did consider it unusuat that
Dr. Lee had n'ot reported any contact by Chinese agents when I debricfed ilim following
his return from the PRC. | Aid not believe then and I do not befieve now that Dr. Lee
engaged in espionage, and I-madé no such intimaﬁup to Agent Messemer. Dr. Lee and
his wife Sylvia were both cooperating with FBI investigations, aﬁd I considered them
loyal Americans. Nonetheless, [ considered Dr. Lee naive, and therefore a potential |
security risk, It was to keep br. Lee out of harm’s way, not because I had any fear that
he might ko~ wingly engage in improper conduct, that I. recommended against ﬁ'.lrther

unescorted trips out of the country for Dr. Lee,

7. My concerns about the real motivation behind the investigation were exacerbated when [

received a classified intelligence briefing from Dr. Thomas Cook, an intelligence analyst
at LANL, in September 1999. This briefing put to rest any concerns that I may have had

that Dr. Lee helped the Chinese in any substantial manner.

. In my capacity as a counterintelligence investigator at LANL, [ was briefed on the

existence of an investigation code-named “Buffalo Slaughter” some time in the late”
1980s involving a non-Chinese individual working at a DOE laboratory who transferred
classified information to a foreign country. That individual was granted full immunity in

return for agreeing to a full debriefing on the information that he pa.sséd.
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9. The étatemen_ts cont_hined in mj_r D_ec.l'a:ation dated June 22, 2000 are true and correpi and
I so attest. .

[ dccla;é under ;')enalty‘of pefjiuy of the [aws of the United States that the
foregoing is true and correct. Executed on August (8 | 2000, at Gallatin Gateway, Montana,

Robert Vrooman



Scptember 17, 1999

Robert S, Vrooman

P.O. Box 348

Gallatin Gateway, MT 89720

David V. Kitchen
Special Agent in Charge
FBI

415 Silver SW
Albuquerque, NM 57102

Dear Mr. Kitchen:

[ would like 1o have 4 copy of the 302 prepared by SA Robert Messemer ss a result of his interview with
me on April 28, 1999, Several members of the CIA's IG office have read me portions Messemer's rcport,
and it is clear 1o me thay SA Messemer airibnted his opinions w me. During the interview, [ told SA
Messemer lhat | did vot know well enough Lo have an opinion

He then provided me with the details and asked me to speculate on the implications. | find this
interview Lechnique objectionable.

On the other hand, SA Messemer did provide me with a lot of details regarding Dr. Lee thal [ did not know,
This heiped to solidify my opinions on the case and to have the confidence to go public, [ lewrned during
the mesting with SA Messemer that Dr. Lee

. SA Messemer was
particularly helpful to us when he provided us 4 copy of Mr. Brune's April 15, 1997 memorandum to Nomra
Trulock thus allowing us to defend our decision to keep Dr. Lee in bis job. Far this [ am grateful to SA
Messemer, but [ still object to his using me to premote his opinions.

1 am planning to write a ook on my experiences and would like to have (he 302 as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

= O

Robere S, Vrooman

PHaclocent one



