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MEMORANDUM

December 5, 2002

Mr. Chris Corso
Samdlot Sticks

Digar Chria:

Please be advised that effective immediately the regulations t ba mn anthorized supplier ofbats
for 2 Major or Minor League player have been modified. The accompanying aftachment reviews the
new gidetings for both mannfactrers that have previousty been on the approval lst and thosc that are
sasking to become 2 new supphier of bats. The regulations 03 descrived will be strictly suforced.
Please review the docoment in its entirety.

The list of approved manufacterers for the 2003 |season will be sent to all Clubs and to the
compenics ideatitied on the st of approved bat suppliers bullstin, which will be distributed at the
sonclusion of the spproval pexiod As stated in the ™ Supplier Regulations™ the approval period
conciudes on Febrary 13, 2003 with ail pertinent approval requirements due In our office on 6t before
Jaruary 15, 2003.

Tf you have amy questions I can be reached at (212) $31-7860 or by alectronic mail at
Toy krasik@mlb.corm.

Thank vou,

Qﬁ; %’,é-éj

Roy H. Keasik
S erdor Diredtor,
Migjor League Operations

243 Park Averne, New Yotk, NY 10187 (212} 9317800 www.mib.com
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PROVIDE

F | N dLC[W Major League Baseball

WWW.FINDLAW.COM Bat Supplier Regulations

The Office of the Commissioner of Baseball and the Major League Clubs and their Minor
League affiliates (“Major League Clubs” and “Minor League Clubs,” respectively) have interests
in promoting competition between Clubs on the field; preserving the traditions of the game of
Bascball; ensuring that play on the fiald is the product of players’ skill rather than differences in
equipment; improving player and spectator safety; and maintaining the integtity of the game of
Bassball. To further those goals, tha Office of the Commissioner of Baseball has issued the
following regulations:

1. No supplier’s bat may be used in Major League or Minor League games, practices and
exhibitions (“Profeseional Play™) unless priot approval by the Commissioner’s desipnes ic
obtained. Permission may be given for all levels, or for a limited number of specified Minor
Leagoes. Permigsion may be revoked at any time by the Qffice of the Commissioner, in its
sole discretion, should a supplier alter its product in a manner inconsistent with. the Official
Basaball Rules ot these regulations (as they may be amended from time to titne), or should a
supplier fail to comply with these regulations (as they may be wnended from time to time),
all in the sole judgment of the Office of the Commissioner. The Commigsioner’s designee
will grant snich approvais for the next championsbip season during the period beginning with
the end of the prior World Saries and ending February 15 immediately preceding such
championship season (or May 13, in the case of experimental hats approved for specified
Minor Leagues whose seasons begin in June).

9. In grder to receive such approval, a bat supplier mmst:

A. Show the Commissioner’s designee, on or before January 15 immediately preceding the
championship seacon, that at least a total of

i. 30 dozen (in the case of all-wood bats), or
ii. 10 dozen (in the case of expeximental bats for certain levels of Professional Play)

bats have been ordered by Major Leagne or Minor League Chib equipment managers
during each of the prior two championship scasans, subject to the provisional permisgion
deseribed in paragraph 13 below;

B. Payan annual sdministrative fee of $10,000 to the Office of the Commissicner of
Baseball, which must be received on or before January 13 immediately preceding the
championship season. The fee shall give the supplier the right to have its brand exposed
on the bats, subject to these regulations, dining Professional Play and shall apply against
the ongoing menitoring of these bat supplier regulations;

C. Supply to the Office of the Commissioner of Baschall, on or before Jannary 13
immediarcly preceding the championship sedson, one sample of its most popular mods]
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bat. (A bat supplier sesking spproval of experimental bat or bats must also supply to the
Office of the Comppissioner of Baseball, ou or before Japuary 15 immediately preceding
the championship season, ane sample of each such experimental model )

D. Supply any quaptity of sample bats to the Qffice of the Commissioner or its deslgnec, in
such lengths, weights and styles a¢ the Commissioner’s designee may from time to time
request. Such sample bats shall be from the supplier's regular produetion line and shall
be supplicd at 0o cost to the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball or any Major
League Club, The Offioe of the Commissioner shall tot request an unreasonable quantity
from a supplier. Six samples per model shall not be deemed ymreasonable;

E. Disclose information about its wood supply, drying process or other manufacturing
processes a5 the Office of the Commissionier may request. ‘The Office of the
Commissioner shall not disclose any information proprietary to a bat supplier to any
other bat suppliers, except as required by law; and

F. Demonstrate complience with thesc regrlations.

Approval for Professional Play does not anthorize a bat gupplier or any entity or individual to
use, absent a separats consent in writiag from Major League Baseball Properties, Ine.
(“MLBP") and the applicable Club any designations, trademarks (including, but not limivad
to, Club names, logos or other trademarks) or other markings on or in comection with the bat
or its advertisement or promotion, exeapt for the right to include the supplier’s brand on the
bat in accordance with these regulations and the Official Bascball Rules. For example, no
Club name is permitted to be included anywhere on the bat and no veference is permitted (o
be made to the bat being vsed by a particular Club. For example, no bat supplier is permitted
1o state in an advertisement of promotion that the bat is approved, authorized or used by
Major Leagne Baseball, the Office of the Commnissionet of Bassball or any Major League or
Minor League Club.

Each approved bat supplier moust sotify the Office of the Commissioner immediately of any
material change or modification:

A, in the models previously submitied for approval or
B. in the supplier’s fabrication process,

No changed or modified bat model is permitted to be used in Frofessional Play without the
ptior approval of the Commissioner’s designee.

Any bat madel to be used in Frofessional Play must conform to the requirements of Official
Bassball Rule 1.10, unless approval for play is given only for 3 limited number of leagues or
classifications.

A bat's entire grain from knob to barrel and pmst be clearly visible.
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8. A supplier’s bame, marks and rings ghall to appear in anly ong area of the bat.

A. This ares is not to excead four inches in length of two inehes in height, must not stert
closer than 18 inehes from the lmob end of the bat and must not be etched unduly deep
into the wood.

B. If a ttademark ring is used as part of the marmfacturer’s identification, such ring must not
exceed 1 inch in length and must start 18 inches from the knob end of the bat.

¢, The name and mark appearing oa the bat taust be of the company that marufactures o
markets the bat and may not be the name ot mark of another company or product.

D. A two=color bat must be divided into two sections, each of ong solid color. The dividing
point between each of the color sections must be 18 inches from the knob end of the bat,
or next to tha one-inch ring, if applicable.

9. A player name or model mmmber must be placed in a position that will end two inches from
the top of the barre!. The area rederved i2 not to exceed three inches in length or two inches
in height, which would include ope line for the bat model yumber (1o corporate
identification), a second area for the player's name of sighatwre and a botiom line for the
Chub name, if approval is given pursuant to paragraph 3 gbove.

10. Clutls logos, names or bat emblems may not be used without the permission of MLEF and the
applicable Club. If such permission is granted, such marks are permitted to be placed cnly in
ohe of two areas on the bat, Dot to exceed four inches in length or two inches in height:

A. centered between the mamufacturer’s identification and the player’s name and model
nuriber; or

B. in an area on the side of the bet opposite from the mamfacturer’s marks and the
player/mode] momixer,

11, The only permitted colors are:
A. Natural finigh
B. Brown wood stain
¢, Black; and
D). Half stain (Walker finish).

12. The Office of the Commissioner may, through consultants of its own choosing, test bat
samples nsing whatever methodologies it deems appropriate.



13. A bat supplier may be provisionally approved as a supplicr for a period of time specified by
the Cominissioner's designes if a Major League Club, on or before January 15 immediately
preceding the championship season, nominates such supplier for provisiopal status in writiag
to the Bascball Operations Departmeat at the Commissioner’s Office and such bat supplier
camplies in all ragpects with these regulations, with the exception of paragraph 2.A., above,

14. Any bat supplier violating these regulations shall have its approvals revoked. MLEP and/or
the Office of the Commissioner of Bageball will take ali appropriate legal action in the event
of a violation in order to protect the valuable trademark and other rights of the Office of the
Commissionet of Baseball, MLBP, the Clubs and other related entities or groups.

15. The Office of the Commissioner of Baseball and/or the Playing Rules Committas reserves
the right to revoke a bat supplier authorization at atly time, atno cost, expense ar Tiability to
any Major League Club, the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball or any other Major
League Baseball-related entity or group or any of their respective owners, sharebolders,
directors, officers, smployess, agents, representatives, SUCCESSOrS OF assigns (coliectively
“MLB Entitizs and Individuals™).

16. Each bat supplier, by applying for approval under these reguiations, agress to, at its sole
expense, fndemnify, defend and hold harmiess all MLB Entities and Individuals from and
against any claims, suits, damages and ¢osts arising from or related to its bats that s
approved for use in Professional Play, the use of such bats, and defects or deficiencies in, or
the breaking of, such bats. Each bat supplier shall obtain and maintain any and all insurance
policies that shall be required by the Office of the Cornmissioner of Baseball, and shall name
each of the MLB Entities and Individuals as additional insureds under such policies. Each
policy shall contein crogs lisbility endorsements, ptovide coverage for the edditional jnsureds
on a priynary bagis, and contain such other terms as fhe Office of the Commigsioner of
Basaball shall require from time to time. Each bat supplier shall submif to the Office of the
Comemssioner of Baseball proof of such insurance on or before Jannary 15 ¢ach year,

17. The Office of the Commissioner reserves the right to amend its regulations from fime to time,
in its sole discretion (inchding withemt limitation the development of more specific
regulations in regard to the composition and performance of bats), at no cOSt, eXpense or
lighility to any Major League Club, the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball or any other
Major Leagme Baceball-related entity or group. A approved bat sapplier must, at its sole
cost and expenss, comply immediately with any such addition or amendment in order for its
bats to continue to be authorized for Professional Play.

The undersigned hes read the foregoing Major League Baseball Bat Supplier Reguletions and
agrees to each of them, incinding, without limitation, the obligations described in paragraph 16.

AGREED (sign here). Date:
Print Name:
Title:
Compairy:




Official Baseball Rules

Mwmm,mmwmﬂmmlh:mﬁﬁu
Bagaball Ruics (o aciis Migumeoht abal e ks gaverning
Arpring'y pastinse. Fally up&gndhmlm-mm.mkhﬁﬂ
umwmwmﬂmimwm#wﬂnmm
mymuguimhﬂ.limmmnm'ﬂtahﬂvrmlr
o book in 1he aficia) soowcn for sattling dispuied vegmrling e
e rol tot Ofinial Aerbal! Rales,

" Published by The Spordng News. Ameticy's barchall antfextity
since 1995,

KATGR LEAGDE BASEBALL
- 2002 EDITION

0-29204-671-X |

. 1.10(a) The bat shall be 3 smopth, round stick not more than 224 inches
i in diameter at the thickeet part and not more than 482 inches in
length. The kat shall be one piece of solid wood.

. : NOTE: No laminated or experimental bets shall be used in 2
! +  professional game (cither champlonship season or exhibition
! | games) until the manufecturer has secured approval from the
fules Comnittee of hia design and methods of manufacture.

{b) Cupped Bats. An indentation io the end of the bat up to one
i inch in depth is permitied and may be 0o wider than two inchea
j ' and no less than ona inch in diameter, The indentation must be
, curved with no foreign substance added.
i (&) The bat handle, for not more than 18 inches from its end, may
| be covered or treated with any material or substance to
| jmprove the grip. Any such materig] or subswmnce, which
! extends past the 18 inch limitation. thall cause the bat to be
I removed from the gume.

NOTE: I the umpire digcovers that the bat does not conform
to () above until a fime during or after which the bat has been
nsed im play, it shall not be grounds for declaring the baiter cut,
or ejected from the game.

(@) No colored bat may be used in a professional garne unless
approved by the Rules Commiitee.
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