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May 16, 2003

To. Deputy Inspector General Richard L. Skinner
General Counsel to the Inspector General Richard N. Reback
Assistant Inspector General for Investigations Elizabeth Redman

Re: Recusal from investigation

On May 15, 2003, at about 10:15 p.m., I received a telephone call from Mark Wallace,
Special Counsel to Assistant Secretary for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Michael Garcia, referring to me for OIG investigation a matter concerning alleged DHS
involvement in a federal effort to find missing Texas lawmakers. I participated in a
follow-up telephone call from Mr. Wallace, with all of you, this morning. Additionally, I
have received a letter signed by several members of Congress requesting that the QIG

conduct an investigation into this matter.

Under present circumstances, including my prior employment by the State of Texas and
the possibility that I may know one or more of the Texas state employees involved in this
matfter, I believe it best that I recuse myself from any involvement in the OIG inquiry.
Accordingly, I will respond to the Congressional letter by stating that the OIG will
investigate the matter and then will have no further involvement in any aspect of this
matter. [ am delegating all of my authority with respect fo this matter to Deputy
Inspector General Skinner. Iam to receive no papers or briefings regarding this matter
and ask that a notation to that effect be placed in the investigative file.

hl

Clark Kdnt Ervin
Acting Igspector General
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May 15, 2003

Ms. Clark Kent Ervin

Acting Inspector General

Department of Homeland Secunty

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Mr. Ervin:

I write to express my alarmi at reports that valuable Department of Homeland Security
resources, which exist to protect the American people from terrorism, were diverted for partisan
political purposes. Specifically, I am concemned about the following report in the Fort Worth Star
Telegram that describes the Department’s survéillance powers being used to track down
Democratic lawmakers:

"One federal agency that became involved carly on was the Air and Marine Interdiction
and Coordination Center, based in R:lvers1de, Cahf -- which now falls under the auspices of the
Homeland Secunty Department.

The agency received a call to locate a specific Piper turboprop m:rcraft It was
determined that the plane belonged to former House Speaker Pete Laney, D-Hale Center.

The location of Laney's plane proved to be a key piece of information because,
(Repubhcan House Speaker Tom) Craddick said, it's how he determined that the Democrats were
in Ardmore.” Jay Roor ”Eyes of Texas, U.S. on truant Iegwfamrs ” May 14, 2003

If true, this report represégits a shameful diversion of taxpayer resnurc_eé"fof‘banisan |
purposes. Iwould urge you to immediately investigate this matter and provide a full accounting
of the following: '




Mr. Clark Kent Ervin

Page 2

May 15, 2003

(1)  Who requested that the Center locate Mr. Laney’s plane? ‘

(2)  Who, at the Center or elsewhere in the Department of Homeland Secunty, or in
the Administration, authorized the Center to undertake this surveillance?

(3)  Were there any other contacts between Congressional or Administration officials
with the Department concerning this matter?

{4)  What was the rationale for utilizing federal resources for this undertaking?

%) What was the cost of this surveillance?

(6) Were amp-loyees or resources of the Department diverted from homeland security
tasks to conduct this surveillance?

(7y  Were legal requirements and internal guidelines for conducting surveiliance
complied with?

This appears to be just one of many reports of misusing federal resources to investigate

Texas Democrais;

House Majority Whip Tom Delay told reporters that “bringing in either U.S. Marshals or
FBI agents is justified becanse redistricting is a federal issue, involving congressional
seats.” Houston Chronicle, May 13, 2003

DeLay said he consulted an attomey in his office Who iurmerly worked with the Justice
Department to determine for Texas House Speaker Craddick whether FBI agents and U.S.
marshals could be used to arrest the Democrats out of state.

AP, Suzanne Gamboa, May 13, 2003

DelLay reportédly already has a United States Attorney in Texas researching how he can
employ federal resources. Hugh Aynesworth, Washington Times, May 14, 2003

“A spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney’s office in San Antonio had no official comment,
but a source confirmed that an unidentified person had called to inquire about
federalizing the arrest warrant.” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, May 14, 2003

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.



Mr. Clark Kent Ervin
Page 3
May 15, 2003

Sincerely,

Howard 1.. Berman
Member of Congress

Robert C. écottz

Member of Congress

Robert Wexler
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ammy Béldwin LindaT. ’?-anchez
Member of Congress . Member e gress

ce:  F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
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Congress of the United States

WRaghington, HL 20515

May 21, 2003

Lisa Redman
Assistant Inspector General for Investigations

Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
Attn: Office of Inspector General

Re: Diverting Fedemi Resources Against Political Targets

One week ago We requested answers from the Depariment of Homeland Security (DH S)
Secretary Rldge concerning reported diversions of federal resources against Texas State

Legislators. (E:Ehibil 1). DHS has refused to respond.

On May 19, we; ‘made a second request to Secretary Ridge for “the anmotapes and transcnpts of
all canversa‘nans or transmissions pertaining to any aspect of the alleged attempts to use any
federal resourcq;s of any type with regard to any member of the Texas Legisiature.” (Exhibit 2)

DHS has not responded.

We are also corécemed by two reports today: (1) in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram that the Texas
Department of Public Safety has ordered the destruction of documents and photos conceming the

pursuit-of Texas state representatives, and (2) in the Houston Chronicle that you “had no idea
how jong the inyestigation would take, or when the tapes might be released.”

Given previous pbstmctlon of our efforts and these reports of state destruction, we write to you
with the foﬂowmg quuests

(1) Daoes an:; federal statate deny you the discretion to release immediately the documents we
have reguested?

{2)  If you refuse to release immediately all documents, please explain why.

(3)  Ifyou refuse to release immediately all documents, when will you release them?

(4)  What s the scope of your investigation and what do you consider your specific mandate to
be? :

(5)  What steps have you taken to ensure no further destmctlon of documents?

(6)  Will you attempt to determine if any Members or any person acting in any way on their
behalf of at their request contacted any Homeland Security entity or other federal entity
{includirig those under contract} directly or indirectly?

(7)  When wijll your review be complete? In one week? One month? One year?

(8)  What stéps have you taken to ensure Acting Inspector General Clark Kent Ervin will have
no role in this investigation?

{9} Who oniyour staff will assist you in this investigation?

FRINTED DN RECYLLED PAPER
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Confident that you share our view that the Inspector General’s office was created to keep
Congress fully and currently informed, we trust you will work with dispatch to find the truth, not

bury it.

The banner aon t:{:he DHS Inspector General website reads: “Ensuring Integrity and Efficiency.”
All we ask is merely what the banner proclaims, prompt answers that allay the concerns raised in

several published reports.
Sincerely, &4‘;/ %
/L

4
1

Ml
Kl

(/4 =



e a E

ALMEEA ’ JOBEFi4), LEDERMAN, CONNEDTIOUT
fns :

T, GG CARL LEAN, .
L8 , MINMESTTA TANEL X_AGAKA, HAWAH )
Ecten PENNEYLVAA P oAAR . CAnoER, DELANARE . .

BEN: -
s, BRI Mnited States Denate

3 GHELEY, ALABAMA MARK FRYOH, AHKANSAS

ACHAEL B, BOFP, STAFF DIRECTOR AND GMIEF COUNGEL COMMITTEE ON )

. RECHTSGHAFFEN, MINTAITY STAFF DIRECTON AND COUNSEL GOVEHNMENTA.{. AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DL 208438250
May 22, 2003
Lisa Re:dman

Acting Assistant Inspector General for Investi gatwns
Drepartment of Homeland Security

1120 Vermont Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Redman:

I am appalled by recent news reports that the Texas Departiient of Public Safety (DPS)
ordered the destruction of all records related to its search for Texas state legislators. Iam writing
to ask that you investigate DPS's document destruction as part of your ongoing examination of
the use of Department of Homeland Security resources in the search for Texas lawmakers and -
that you take steps to ensure that additional, federal documents that may be relevant to your
investigation are not destroved.

As you know, last Monday, May 12, 2003, legislative leaders in Texas directed the DPS -
o round up missing Democratic legislators, and DPS enlisted the assistance of the Air and
viarine Interdiction Coordination Center (AMICC), an office within the Department of
Jomeland Security, in this search. It has since been reported that on Wednesday, May 14, 2003,
. DPS commander, in an e-mail message, ordered the destruction of all documents and other
naterials related to the search; this e-mail was reportedly forwarded to the lisufenant who has -
een identified as the individual who contacted AMICC. According to news accounts, the
ocuments were destroyed shortly after the first nows stories revealed that DPS had contacted the
lepartment of Homeland Security seeking help in finding the lawmakers.

Last week, I wrote to Secretary Ridge urging him to conduct a full investigation into the
yparent misuse of scarce Department of Homeland Security resources in the search for Texas
ate legislators. Iunderstand that you are heading up the Department’s investigation into this
atter, and Iam very concerned that DPS’s document destruction may bamper your
vestigation, The evidence contained in the DPS records may well be critical to answering a key
estion in yourinvestigation: whether the use of federal resources was obtained through
sleading or fraudulent means. And the destruction of such records raises troubfing questions

Jut whether those ordering the destruction in fact did so with the specxﬁc intent to mpeda
{uiries such 2s yours.



Lisa Redman
May 22, 2003
Page 2

I therefore request that you expand your investigation fo encompass this outrageous
document destruction and immediately act fo secure all federal docunients (including e-mails and
any audiotapes of conversations between DPS and AMICC), as well as any other materials, that
may be relevant to your investigation. I also ask that you examine whether DPS’s instructions to
destroy documents potentially relevant to a federal investigation may have constituted
pbstruction of justice or otherwise violated any federal law. If for some reason you conclude that
the destruction of documenits related to DPS’s search for the state legislators is beyond the reach
of your office, please advise me of this fact as soon as possible, ag well as of the agency to W}nch

you intend to refer this matter.

If you have any questions concemning this letter, please contact -of my staff
at & ' . |

Siﬁcemly,

T oscph I Licberman
Ra.nkmg Member






U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Office of Inspector General — Investigations MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

e of Activity: Other (Describe): Evidence Retreival

ve Number:CO-03-OIGHQ-0290035 Case Title: AMICC

n May 20, 2003, at 4:20 p.m.,m Office of the Principal Legal
dvisor, Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 425 1 5t., 5W, Room 6109, Washington, DC 20536
h:* turned over the following items relative to Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office
Insnector Genera

1 (OIG) Case Number CO03-OIGHQ-0290038, to Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) -
hDHS OIG: '

I. One(l) Audiotape (marked GMW, 5/20/03, 4:20pm, #1).

2. One (1) Videotape {marked GMW, 5/20/03, 4:20pm, #1A).

3. One (1) Audiotape (marked GMW, 5/20/03, 4:20pm, #2).
e transfer was witnessed by Sarah M. Kendall, Chief of National Security Law Division, Office of the
neipal Legal Advisor, Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 425 I St., SW, Room 6109,
ashington, DC 20536 (Ph:m The transfer was logged onto a “Receipt of Property,” dated May
- 2003, which was generated by Kendal and signed by and- Attachment #1.

this writing, the above ifems (#1-3) remain in the custody of- DHS OIG HQ.

achments

1. “Receipt of Property,” dated May 20, 2003, signed by || [N = NN

gent Nams, WIS - 1c: <irory Speelal Agent Reviewing O
&, and Dgte: June 4, 2003 Titts, Siznatgl

Y s Apdag FAC 3,003
5/6[ A’S AR [ y éﬁﬁ *2
7 Z Y e
epory contains sensitive iaw enfarcement material and\s the propert$ of the O1C\ It Kay not be copied ohkreproduced without written
sston Megm the O1G. This repgrt is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, and ils disclosuré4dg unanthorized personds strictly profigited and
ibject tiegdisclosing party to lizbility. Public avaiiability tohe defermined under 8 U.S:C. §§ 552, $52a.
% s Page Tal :
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Receipt of Property

May 20, 2003

On May 20, 2005 SERENINNRD dcivered to 55, AN

DHS/IG the following items

1. Audiotape: (Marked GMW 52003 4:20 p.m. #1)
2. Videotape: (Marked GMW 52003 4:20 p.m. #1A)
3. Audietape: (Marked GMW 52003 4:20 p.m. #2)

All items were transferred from [ NN cof D
e

SSA
Assoclate General Counsel Supervisory Special Agent
NSLD OLA BICE OIG DHS

Witnesge sl @/ écz@é/%/ /§m 108/

ﬂ SLO/O3
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Office of Inspector General ~ Investigations MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

» of Activity: Personal Interview

e Number: CO-03-OIGHQ-029003S Case Title: AMICC

1 May 21, 2003, at 1:00 p.m., Charles E. Stallwo irector, Office of Air Marine Interdiction, Immigration

d Customs Enforcement, Washington, DC (Ph: was interviewed at his office, Room Wi»
ashington, DC 20029, by Supervisory Special Agent (SSA})

partment of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Inspector General (OIG). The purpose of the i as
determine the appropriateness of actions taken by the Office of Air Marine Interdiction Command Center
MICC), Riverside, CA, following a call for assistance at 3:20 p.m. on May 12, 2003.

= complaint originated on May 15, 2003, when DHS OIG received a letter from Congressman John Conyers,
et al, alleging a “waste of DHS resources for partisan purposes”, by AMICC on May 12, 2003.
achment #1.

May 21, 2003, Charles Staliworth was asked to respond to the following questions that were contained in
aforementioned Congressional memorandum.

1. Who requested the Center to locate Mr. Laney’s plane?

CS: DPS (Texas Dept. of Public Safety)—Austin, TX, requested assistance in locating
the plane.

2. Who, at the Center or elsewhere in the Department of Homeland Security, or in
the Administration, authorized the Center to undertake this surveillance?

cs: q Detection Systems Specialist (DSS), Riverside, CA, (Ph togk the
call from DF qand responded to the request for assistance. . DSS,

was the supervisor who was aware of the situation.

}. Were there any other contacts between Congressional or Administration officials
with the Department concerning this matter?

CS: None to my knowledge.
. What was the rationale for utilizing the federal resources for this undertaking?

CS: We responded to a request for assistance from a law enforcement entity.

‘ent Mame, apervistry Special Agent Reviewing CHRE e, aid Clrffna Jterm B: 2

e - %Aﬁz

L b
t confaisns sensitive liw enforcem? EATOD the OIG. It may not byegpied or repréduded witByut written
sionrom the OMmpoﬁ is FOR NEY, sad ithdisclosure to waanthgrized pedoas is stricély prohihjfed and
bject ¥he disclosing p to fiabifity. Pubij hility to eterminedignder 5 U.S.C, §§ 681, 5582a,
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What was the cost of this surveillance?

CS: DSS and Sr. DDS




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

6. Were employees or resources of the Department diverted from homeland security tasks to complete this

surveiliance?

CS: Nothing other than d mime* There was no reduction in efficiency or service as
there were other DSS personnel on duty.

Were legal requirements and internal guidelines for conducting surveillance complied with?

CS: Yes
On the same date, Dirsctor Stallworth provided the following points of contact for AMICC, Riverside CA:

— Surveillance Operations (Ph:‘.
U /1CC Riverside, CA (Ph: —

During the May 21, 2003 interview, Director Stallworth maintained that AMICC acted appropriately and in
accordance with agency guidelines in responding to a legitimate “law enforcement request for assistance.”
In Stallworth’s opision, DDmmlicv&d that there was a lost aircraft and emergency assistance
was needed. Stallworth cited the Wal og from AMICC, Riverside, CA, that detailed#interaction
with DPS on 05/12/03. A review of the Watch Log reveals language consistent with Stallworth's assertion
that the aircraft was deemed missing. Specific examples of language (suggesting exigency) includes:

Sentence 1 — “trying to find an aircraft.”
Sentence 5 — “they searched the airport with no luck finding the A/C.”

Sentence 10 - “to see if they (FAA) could conduct a lost aircraft procedure.”

Attachment #2 (Note: the date and time displayed on the Attachment #2 is May 13, 2003, 0240 hours
(GMT). In terms of Pacific Standard time, the call from DPS to AMICC actually occurred seven hours

earlier, on May 12, 2003 at 1940 hours, or 7:40 p.m.).

Director Stallworth furthe is position by citing statements made by DPS on May 12, 2003,
where told that.has “got a problem,” and that, “It had state representatives in

it and we cannot find this plane”. A review of the transcript of the (recorded) conversation between -
an&-reﬂects the exact Janguage quoted above,

The interview with Charles Stallworth was concluded at 2:10 p.n. on May 21, 2003,

Attachments;

1. Memorandum from Congressman John Conyers, dated May 15, 2003.
2. Watch Log from DSS AMICC, dated 05/13/03,

i3 the property of the OI It may nof be copied or foproduced without written
LY, and its disclosutsto unautharized persons iSgtrictly profibited and

ublic availability to be determined under 5 LLSL. §§ 352, 852a,

I
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13-May-03 1522

UNCLASSIFIED
WATCH LOG .QUERY Paga: 1

DATE/TIME USER ENTRY

13 -May-03 0240 )
OUT OF ARDMORE OK TRYING TO FIND AN

RECEYVED A PHONE FROM
i GOVT PEQPLE FROM ARDMORE OK TO

AIRCRAFT N711RD SAID THE A/C
PLAINEVEIW TX NQ NAMES GIVEN. AMICC CONTACTED FAA A/M AT FT WORTH CENTER THEY

D CONTACT WITH THE A/C AT 23482 40 MILEE WEST QF KFTW NEAR MINERAL WELLS TX.
AMICC CONTACTED MINERALS WELLS AIRPORT AUTH, AND THEY SEARCHED TRE AIRPORT WITH
NQ LUCK FINDING THE A/C. AMICC CONTACTED THE FBO AT PLAINVEIW 'I'Y MILLER FLY

EN THE A/C BUT THEY GAVE AMICC THE PHONE NUMBER FOR
WERE THE A/C IS THE FIELD AMICC HAD
AT THAT NUMBER. WAS INFORMED ABOUT ALL

T TO SEE IF THEY COULD

IFORMATION AND WAS GIVEN THE FAA
CONDRUCT A LOST A/C PROCEDUREE. AND WAS BRIEFED 0N BALL,
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Office of Inspector General — Investigations MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

rpe of Activity: Personal Interview

ase Number: INO3-QIG-LA-0662 Case Title: Air and Manne Interdiction Center

Senior Detection Systems Specialist (SDSS), GS-13, Air and Marine Interdiction
Ciordinaﬁon Center (AMICC), Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, telephone number

was interviewed on May 22, 2003, from 10:10 AM to 11:05 AM, at March Air Force Base,
verside, Calitornia. In addition to the reporting agenhSpeciai Agent, Office of Inspector
Jeneral, Department of Homeland Security (DHS), was present during (he interview. -tatf:d
substantiaily as follows.

a5 the SDSS on duty on May 12. 2003, when a call was received fmm”’l‘exas

lic Safety (DPS). wered the call and?asked for assistance with locating an
ircraft. transferred the call to Detection Systern Specialist, G5-11, who was controlling
he Texas desk. took the cali, and then e ined to a particular aircraft was overdue and
YPS wanted assistance to locate the aircraft, authoriz to proceed and try 1o find the plane.
“his was standard procedure when a request for assistance ] i rdin AMICC

aceives 30 to 40 calls per day requesting such assistance, was In the
perations center and present thﬁ i ead in concurrence
/ith the authorization.

‘here were no other contacts between Congressional and/or Administration officials and AMICC. Subsequent -
y this call, they were instructed to refer any inquiries to th ic affairs office or to Charles Stallworth
virector, AMICC, Washington, D.C. On May 16, 2003, received a call fmmm

elieved to be from DHS at requesting information about the incident for a brieling to be given

» Secretary Ridge, DHS. The reqguest was provided to Stallworth for his return call to d i
1ade an entry in the watch log for this date (aitached).

MICC assists as a maiter of public safety in the location of general aviation aircraft for individuals, localities,
ates, stc.

has no idea of the specific cost of providing the service to locate the aircraft in question. The cost
ould mnclude a couple of telephone calls and less than % hour of a2 GS-11 employee’s time who was working -
1 other duties at the same time.

o employees or other DHS resources were diverted from homeland security tasks to assist with the request to

cate the aircraft. They were doing their customary duties. One of these duties is providing assistance to
cate general aviation aircrafl.

sgal requirements and internal guidelines were followed for providing this assistance.

-7

Ravigwing O Joe Artes, Special Agentin Charge Ttem ¥
Title, Sipuaipfe, and Date:
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

q provided a copy of the computer screen showing there were 9 flight plan entries for the aircraft for
May 12, 2003, There was a proposed flight plan from Ardmore, Oklahoma, to Plainview, Texas.

explained that it is not possible to determine if the flight actually occurred, because of the area. Not all 0of the
entries are accurately recorded. Additionally, there can possibly be multiple entries or corrections for the same

i ght.- may have retained a detailed copy of the flight plan afte ompleted assisting [l

A follow-up call was made tn% on this date at 1:45 PM to request additional information. 9
explained that all calls in and out o operations center are recorded. This is standard operating procedure.
Calls made o private offices and on the secure telephone line within AMICC are not recorded.

Attachments:

Documenting the Events of 5/12/03;

, and,
for Adreraft ID N711RD.

1 — Memorandum Prepared by
2 - Watch Log Entry of Call from
3 — Computer Printout of Flight Plan

1

‘bis leport contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the O1G. It not be copicd or rdgroduced wiNiout written
ermission from the OIG. TMs report is FOR, USE ONE d its disclosure to uBquthorized persons ingtrictly profibited and
13y subject the disclosing parfinte liability. Public av _:arllility to be deterntined under 5 U.S.C, $§ 552, 5523, .
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May 19, 2003

On Monday May 12, 2003 at approximately 1800 local I received a phone call from a
Texas DPS Qfficer requesting assistance in locating an aircraft. I transferred the call to
DSS {working the Texas position) and inshucted.tc clarify the request and
provide assistance if possible.

After talking to _DSS informed me the DPS had requested help in
locating a general aviation aircraft ) with some state government officials on
board. The DPS Officer believed the aircraft had departed Ardmore, OK en route to
Plainveiw, TX. The DPS Officer had indicated concern over their inability to find the
aircraft. 1instructed DSS to take the appropriate steps to locate the aircraft
(contact the FAA Center and FSS, check flight plans, efc).

Several minutes later DSS approached me indicating .was unable to confirm the
current location of the aircraft. had been able to determine the FAA had talked to the

aircraft about an hour before but the remainder of Jlefforts (including contacting the
cted DSS ‘to contact Officer

FBO and local authorities) had been negative. 1 ins
inform f our inability to confirm the safe arrival and/or location of the aircrafl

to provide with the FAA number for filing a lost/overdue aircraft reportso a
search and rescue {SAR) effort could be mounted, DSS complied.

informed me the DPS Officer had declined the number
roximately ten minutes afier the
called back requesting the FAA

A few minutes later DSS
stating Jdid not wish to go that far as of yet. A
precedmg call DSS-informed me Officer
SAR number.

etection Systems Specialist, AMICC

5-a0-03



UNCLASSIFIED 22-May-03 1801
VCH LOG QUERY _ Page: 1

yTE/TINE USER ENTRY

i~Mayv—03 0231 : _
: DHS CALLED REQUESTING INFORMATION ON MONDAYS

[(CIDENT CONCERNING THE TEXAS DPS FOR A BRIEFING TO IVEN TO DIRECTOR RIDGE.

rEr CONFIRMING (NGNS 10 INFORMED

(ATTEMPTED CALL TO ACTING DIRECTRM SSAGE) AND DIRECTOR
ALLWORTH. DIRECTOR STALLWORTH WILL CONTACT ) IMMEDIATELY .
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Deep Archive Flight Plans Summary

Date Aircraft Dep Dom Dep Dest Dom Dest
AC ID Received Type Apt Y/H Time Apt Y/N Time Rules Suspect?
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Office of Inspector General - Investigations MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

ype of Activity: Other (Describe): Receipt of Fax from AMICC

ase Number: INO3-OIG-LA-G662 Case Title: Air and Marine Interdiction Center

On May 23, 2003, - Senior Detection Systems Specialist, GS-13, Air and Marine Interdiction
Coordination Center (AMICC), Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Riverside, California, was

requested to provide a copy of any policy or regulation that would govern AMICC policy in providing
assistance to local law enforcement or other types of assistance related to aircraft.

axed the attached pages from the AMICC Training and Operations Manual, chapter 2-page 2, and
hapter 22-page 2.

9

2, Title, Reviewlag Offictal Nagte, Tae Artes, Special Agent in Charge Team #:
afure, zud Dage: /2’{7/ % 1 g hiate; .
L f g3 N\ P L. v Mgéﬁ
> L4 !

b P

is repeyt confains sensitive I nforcement mateyial and is the ploperty of the OXG. JtInay not be copled or repPaduced without writtea
‘missioddyom thie O1G. This réport is OFyl Us Y, andhjts disclosure fo ubguthorized persons is stNetly prohibited apd
y subiect isciosing party to lixhility, Public availahility to be determined under 5 1.8.C, §§ 552, 5524,
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INTRODUCTION

MANDAT]

|55

AMICC MARCH ARB CA NO, 815 .

Skylane is a carefil, systematic delineation of aireraft, pilat,
and flight information leading to the discovery of airorafi
suspected of transshipping , contraband, Our continuing
success in surveillance and interdiction has led o &
significant drop in aircraft border penetrations. The
majority of the narcotics and contraband transported by

aircraft lands in Mexico, Huiti, and the Leewand Islands, or -

is sirdropped to vessels in Puerto Rico and the Bahamas.

Currently the vast majority of the primary points for initial
nargotics deliveries are short of our border. Various non-
aviation related comveyances are used to bring the
confraband into the U.8. Once inside, airoraflt awre once
again the most efficient and expeditious method of moving
the contraband to markst. Smougglers constantly change and
adapt their tactics and methods to achieve a higher success
rate. To counter them we rmust do the same,

As contained in the * Aviation Program FiveYear Strategy
1999.2004,” 'The aviation program employs 2 three-
pronged approach.In supporting the enforoenient and
administration of Customs Laws & Regulations:

1. Maintain border security agafnst the aismmpggling
threat;

2. Support the snti-smuggling investipative and
enforoement activitios of Custorns and other
federal, state, and local law enforcement agencios
that support the Customs mission;

3. Support the President’s International Drug Control -
Strategy;

4. At the discretion of the Commissioner, and when
resources allow, Customs aircraft can be used to
support federal, state, and local law enforcement
and humarnitarian efforts,

[t is under paragraph number two (2) and four (4) as spelled
out shove that Qperation Skylene is conducted,

Excerpt from DSS position description:

Performs querigs, interprets and gnalyzes data acqitired
Jrom numerous law enforcementt and FAA database
systems. ...lo determine if law enforcement action should
be recommended against a suspect person, aircraft, or
vessel.

_...b.

AMICC Thaining & Operations Manual 02/20/02

Chapter 22 - Page 2
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A. OBJECTIVES &
MISSION

' Interdintiun

SuppoT

—>

B. ORGANIZATIONAL
STRUCTURE

WWW.FINDLAW.COM

The Customs Aviation Program j¢ an integral part of the
enforoement effort. The objcctives and mission of the Aviation
Program are defined within the scope of the mission and are
divided into two fanctional arcas,

Objective; To significantly inhibit the smuggling of coniraband by
aireraft,

Mission: To detect, identify, intercept, track and apprehend airomft

‘engaged in the smugpling of contraband.

Objective: To provide flexible and rapid aviation response at
selected locations along the borders of the United States,

Mission: To provide assistance to all other sletnents of Customs
requiring aviation support. Air Support also will be provided to
agsist other federal, state and local agencies as assets permit.

The functions of the various offices involved in the management of
the Aviation and Marine Program are discussed below. '

Comrnigsioner, U.S. Customs Serviee - the regponsibility and
authority for the Aviation Program is vested in the Commissioner,

Deputy Commissioner - had line authority over the Aviation

* Program and is directly respongibis to the Commissioner for the

effective conduct of the Aviation Program.

Assistant Commissioner, Office of Investigations (ACT) - has
functional responsibility to the Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner of the Aviation Program.

Executive Director, Air Marine Interdiction Division (AMID) -
responsible for organizing, directing, and controlling the
administration and operation of the progrems under his/her tacticsl
interdiction misgion, The direotor is responsible for providing
clearly defined national program ohjectives, strategies for future
program development, and operational requirements for program
wide implementation, The dirsctor participates in coordinated
efforts to identify and interdict the atrempted smuggling of
coniraband by private aircraft, He/she is responsible for
coordinating with management within Customs, with other
agencies, and with Congress to ensure that program objectives are
understood, approved, and supported.

AMICC Traiging & Operations Manugl 02/12/02
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