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PETER  P.  SWIRE 
 
 
 
Professor of Law  phone: (240) 994-4142 
Moritz College of Law    e-mail: peter@peterswire.net 
The Ohio State University    web: www.peterswire.net 
55 West 12th Ave.     (Note: I reside in the Washington, D.C. area)  
Columbus, OH 43210      
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 

Professor of Law, Moritz College of Law of the Ohio State University, and Director of its 
Washington, D.C. summer law school program.  Teaching at Ohio State, 1996 to April 1999, January 
semester 2001, fall semester 2002 and following.  Promoted from Associate Professor  to Professor in 
1998.  

Research focus on law of cyberspace, privacy, and computer security.  Courses taught in those 
areas as well as corporations, torts, banking regulation, and other subjects. Editor, Cyberspace Law 
Abstracts of the Social Science Research Network (with Lawrence Lessig). 

Consultant, Morrison & Foerster, LLP, Washington, D.C., 2001-present, on privacy, cyberspace, 
and related topics. 
 

Chief Counselor for Privacy, Executive Office of the President of the United States, Office of 
Management and Budget. March, 1999 to January, 2001.  Responsible for coordinating Administration 
policy on public- and private-sector uses of personal information, and served as point of contact with 
privacy and data protection officials in other countries.  White House Coordinator for HIPAA medical 
privacy regulation; Coordinator, White House Working Group on legislative proposal to update wiretap and 
electronic surveillance laws; Member, White House Electronic Commerce Working Group; Member, 
Working Group on Unlawful Content on the Internet.  Substantial work on computer security, financial 
privacy, and other topics. 
 
 Visiting Professor, George Washington University Law School, 2001-2002. Associate Professor, 
University of Virginia, School of Law, 1990-1996.  
 

Associate, Powell, Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy, Washington, D.C., 1986-1990. Advocacy 
practice before Congress and agencies, on banking, environmental, high-technology and other issues. 
 

Judicial clerk, to the Honorable Ralph K. Winter, Jr., United States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, 1985-86. 
 
EDUCATION 
 

Yale Law School. J.D. 1985; Senior Editor, Yale Law Journal; Program of Doctor of Civil Laws 
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(Law and Political Theory). 
 

Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium. Rotary International Fellowship, 1980-81. Student, in 
French, at the Institute of European Studies and in Economics. 

 
Princeton University. A.B. 1980, summa cum laude, from the Woodrow Wilson School of 

Public and International Affairs, with Concentration in Economics; Phi Beta Kappa. 
 
BOOK PUBLICATION 
 

Peter P. Swire & Robert E. Litan, None of Your Business: World Data Flows, Electronic 
Commerce, and the European Privacy Directive (Brookings Institution Press, 1998). 
 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 

“Efficient Confidentiality for Privacy, Security, and Confidential Business Information,” Brookings-
Wharton Papers on Financial Services (forthcoming, 2003). 

 
"Trustwrap, Or Why Electronic Commerce is Like a Bottle of Tylenol," Hastings L.J.  (forthcoming, 

2003). 
 
"The Surprising Virtues of the New Financial Privacy Law,” 86 Minn. L. Rev. 1263 (2002). 2002). 

 
"Security and Privacy After September 11: The Health Care Example,"86 Minn. L. Rev. 1515 ( 

2002) (with Lauren Steinfeld). 
 

"Financial Privacy and the Theory of High-Tech Government Surveillance," 77 Washington U. L.Q. 
461 (1999) &  Brookings-Wharton Papers on Financial Services.   
 

"Of Elephants, Mice, and Privacy: International Choice of Law and the Internet," 32 The 
International Lawyer 991 (1998). 
 

"The Uses and Limits of Financial Cryptography: A Law Professor's Perspective," chapter in the 
proceedings of Financial Cryptography '97 (Springer-Verlag, 1997). 
 

"Markets, Self-Regulation, and Legal Enforcement in the Protection of Personal Information," U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Privacy and Self-Regulation in the Information Age (1997). 

 
"The Race to Laxity and the Race to Undesirability: Explaining Failures in Competition Among 

Jurisdictions in Environmental Law," Yale Law & Policy Rev./Yale J. on Regulation, Symposium: 
Constructing a New Federalism 67 (1996). 
 

"Equality of Opportunity and Investment in Creditworthiness," 143 U. Pa. L. Rev. 1533 
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(1995). 
 

"The Persistent Problem of Lending Discrimination: A Law and Economics Analysis," 73 Tex. L. 
Rev. 787 (1995). 
 

"Safe Harbors and a  Proposal to Improve the Community Reinvestment Act," 79 Va. L. Rev. 349 
(1993). 
 

"Bank Insolvency Law Now That It Matters Again," 42 Duke L.J. 469 (1992). 
 
Litan, Swire & Winston, "The U.S. Liability System: Background and Trends," in Liability: 

Perspectives and Policies (Brookings, 1988). 
 

Note, The Incorporation of Independent Agencies Into the Executive Branch, 94 Yale L.J. 
1766 (1985).  
 

Book Review, 1 Yale J. L & Pol'y 417 (1983) (reviewing Jerry L. Mashaw, Bureaucratic 
Justice: Managing Social Security Disability Claims). 
 
OTHER WRITINGS 
 
 Eisenach & Swire, “Ensuring Privacy’s Post-Attack Survival,” www. zdnet.com, Sept. 11, 2002. 
 
 Podesta and Swire, “Speaking Out About Wiretaps,” Wash. Post, Aug. 30, 2002, at A23. 
 
 “Privacy and the Homeland Security Department,” Testimony before a subcommittee of the House 
Judiciary Committee, July, 2002. 
 
 Comments submitted to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on medical privacy 
regulation, March, 2002. 
 

"Privacy and the Future of Justice Statistics," Proceedings of a National Conference on Privacy, 
Technology, and Criminal Justice Information , SEARCH -- The National Consortium for Justice 
Information and Statistics (2001). 
 

"If Surveillance Expands, Safeguard Civil Liberties," Atlanta Journal Constitution, October 21, 
2001. 
 

"Administration Wiretap Proposal Hits the Right Issues But Goes Too Far,"  Brookings Terrorism 
Project Website, October 3, 2001. 

 
"Cato Privacy Paper Not Persuasive," available at Swire web site, August 10, 2001 (critiquing Tom 

Bell, "Internet Privacy and Self-Regulation: Lessons from the Porn Wars"). 
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"New Study Substantially Overstates Costs of Internet Privacy Protections," available at Swire web 

site, May 9, 2001 (critiquing Robert Hahn, "As Assessment of the Costs of Online Privacy Protection"). 
 

"Peter Swire on Privacy, Pay Phones, and Strong Crypto," Electronic Banking Law and Commerce 
Report, April, 2001, p. 1 (interview on financial privacy). 

 
Comments submitted to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on medical privacy 

regulation, April, 2001. 
 

"Privacy is Peter Swire's Domain: Behind the Scenes He's President's Go-to Guy," by Elizabeth 
Weise, USA Today, June 7, 2000, Life Section, p. 1 (press profile). 
 

Comments submitted to the U.S. Department of Commerce on the proposed safe harbor for 
transborder data flows, December, 1998. 
 

"The Great Firewall of Europe," CIO Magazine, Feb. 15, 1998, at 26. 
 
"Invasion of the Space Alien Movies," Ohio State Hearsay, Sept. 1997. 
 
"The Consumer Credit Reporting Reform Act and the Future of Electronic Commerce Law," 

Electronic Banking Law & Commerce Rep., Nov./Dec. 1996. 
 

Testimony before the U.S. Senate Banking Committee, concerning proposed reform of bank 
insolvency laws, June, 1995. 
 

"Bank on Streamlined Regulation," Wall St. J., Nov. 21, 1994, at A16. 
 

"Jonah, the Bible, and Environmental Values," Va. L. Weekly, Sept. 23, 1994, at 1. 
 

"Lifting CRA's Threat to Mergers," American Banker, Jan. 5, 1993, at 4. 
 

"Good Old Days Disappear in Banking Regulation," Va. L. Rept., Summer, 1991, at 21. 
 

Eizenstat & Swire, "Try Efforts That Are Neutral of Race, Too," Los Angeles Times, Feb. 14, 
1989. 
 

"Tropical Chic", The New Republic, Jan. 30, 1989. 
 

Lazarus & Swire, "Reactionary Activism", The New Republic, Feb. 22, 1988. 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND HONORS 
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Reporter, Committee on Technology and Privacy, The Constitution Project: The Liberty and 
Security Initiative, 2002-present.  
 

Editor, Cyberspace Law Abstracts of the Social Science Research Network, www.ssrn.com 
1998-1999, 2001-present (on leave while in government). 
 

Chair, Experts Group of the Center for Democracy and Technology, to analyze policy  and legal 
issues concerning Internet privacy, 2001-present. 
 

Consulting Expert, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, on project for 
assessing fair information practices for genetic information, 2001-present. 
 

Advisory Panel, Council of State Governments Project on Internet Privacy in the States, 2001-
present. 
 

Distinguished Privacy Leadership Award, presented by Privacy & American Business, 
November, 2000. 

 
Consulting expert, U.S. Department of Commerce, to lead inter-agency delegation to five 

European countries for research concerning the safe harbor principles for transfers of data between the 
European Union and the United States, 1998-1999 
 
 Consulting expert, Center for Legal and Social Research (headed by Dr. Alan Westin), on 
Model Contracts Project for Transborder Data Flows, 1998-1999. 
 

Named Ameritech Faculty Fellow for 1997-99, in competition within Ohio State University.  for 
project on "The Role of Law in Assuring Financial Privacy." 
 

Editorial Advisory Board, Electronic Banking Law & Commerce Report, 1997-1999. 
 

Secretary, American Association of Law Schools Section on Defamation and Privacy, 1998-99. 
 

Chair, American Association of Law Schools Section on Financial Institutions and Consumer 
Financial Services, 1995-96; Program Chair, 1994-95; Secretary, 1993-94. 
 

Research award from Bankard Fund for Political Economy, University of Virginia, 1992-93. 
research award for work in the area of banking regulation. 
 

Associate Director of Studies, The American Agenda (assisted on domestic and economic 
policy issues in preparation of bipartisan report to President-elect), June-November 1988. 
 
SPEECHES AND WORKSHOPS (through April, 2002) 
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 “Security and Privacy in Health Care”, Fourth HIPAA National Summit, Washington, D.C., April, 
2002. 
 
 Panelist, “New Issues in Medical Privacy”; Moderator, “National ID Cards” at the Computers, 
Freedom, and Privacy 2002 Conference, San Francisco, April, 2002. 
 
Panelist, "Privacy After September 11: An Experts' Roundtable", Privacy & American Business 
Conference on Managing the New Privacy Revolution, Washington, D.C., March, 2002. 
 

"Privacy and National Security After September 11",  Library of Congress Conference on 
Homeland Security: The Impact of Policy Changes on Government Information Access, Washington, 
D.C., March, 2002.  
 

"Privacy and the Law After September 11", Capital Law School Faculty Workshop, 
Columbus, March, 2002. 
 

Plenary speech, "The Implications of September 11 to Healthcare Privacy and Security", 
HIPAA Summit West II, San Francisco, March, 2002. 
 

Panelist, "Solving the Privacy Puzzle: Competition and Consumer Protection Perspectives", The 
Conference Board 2002 Antitrust Conference, New York, March, 2002. 
 

Panelist, "Individual Privacy and Public Safety: Reconciling Competing Human Values" Scientific 
American Summit on Privacy, Security, and Safety: Preserving an Open Society in an Age of Terrorism, 
New York, March, 2002. 
 

Panelist, "Tracking Terror: BioSurveillance and Medical Privacy", Scientific American Summit 
on Privacy, Security, and Safety: Preserving an Open Society in an Age of Terrorism, New York, 
March, 2002. 
 

"Trustwrap, or Why E-Commerce is Like a Bottle of Tylenol", Johns Hopkins School of 
Foreign and International Affairs Conference on New Technologies and International Governance, 
Washington, D.C., February, 2002. 
 

"The Surprising Virtues of the New Financial Privacy Law", Minnesota Law Review 
Symposium on Privacy, Minneapolis, February, 2002. 
 

"Security and Privacy After September 11: The Health Care Example", Minnesota Law Review 
Symposium on Privacy, Minneapolis, February, 2002. 
 

Panelist, "Law and Technology in Cybercrime and Homeland Security," Conference on 
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Information Technology and Legal Regulation of Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, February, 
2002. 
 

Plenary Speech, "Privacy and Security Policy in the United States After September 11" and 
Panelist, "National and International Privacy Policy", Second Annual Privacy and Data Security Summit, 
Washington, D.C., January, 2002. 
 
 Panelist, "Privacy on the Internet", American Association of Law Schools Sections on Civil Rights, 
San Francisco, January, 2002. 
 
SPEECHES AND WORKSHOPS (in 2001) 
 

"Privacy and Security After December 11," University of Michigan University Lecture Series; 
American Society of Access Professionals; Ann Arbor & Washington, D.C., November, 2001. 
 

"Privacy and the Internet," Democratic Forum & Institute for Policy Innovation, Dallas, November, 
2001.  
 

Panelist, "Civil Liberties in the Internet Age", Yale Law School, New Haven, CT, November, 
2001. 
 

 "What Should be Hidden and Open in Computer Security: Lessons from Deception, the Art of 
War, Law, and Economic Theory,"  Telecommunications Policy Research Conference; Brookings 
Institution Program on Cyber-Security; and George Washington University Law School Works in Progress, 
October-November, 2001. 
 

"Security and Privacy after September 11 - the Implications for Healthcare," Third National HIPAA 
Summit; & Glasser Legalworks Privacy Conference, both in Washington, D.C., November, 2001. 

"Key New Surveillance Provisions," Privacy 2001 Conference, Cleveland, October, 2001. 
 

"Telecommunications, Privacy, and Security after September 11", Ohio Telecommunications 
Associations, Cincinnati, October, 2001. 
 

Workshop leader on Kyllo v. United States, George Washington University Law School, August, 
2001. 
 

"Why Medical Privacy is Happening Now -- Trust in the Online Environment," Johnson & Johnson 
Privacy Conference, New Brunswick, New Jersey, July, 2001. 
 

"Medical Privacy in a Broader Privacy Context," Glasser Legalworks HIPAA Conference, 
Washington, D.C., July, 2001. 
 

Panelist, Democratic Congressional Privacy Summit, U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 
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Leesburg, Virginia, July, 2001. 
 

"Maintaining Trust in an Electronic World," International Banking Summer School, La Jolla, June, 
2001. 
 

"Medical Privacy in a Broader Privacy Context," HIPAA West Summit, San Francisco, June, 
2001. 
 

Panelist, "Untangling the Privacy Tech Tangle," United Health Care Conference, Atlanta, June, 
2001. 
 

"Medical Privacy in a Broader Privacy Context," Rx2001 Conference, Los Angeles, May, 2001. 
 

"The Chief Privacy Officer for the U.S. Government," Privacy Officers Association Conference, 
Washington, D.C., May, 2001. 
 

"Privacy Today and Major Corporations," American Bar Associations Corporate General Counsels 
Committee, Philadelphia, March, 2001. 
 

"Reflections on the White House Privacy Office," Computers, Freedom, and Privacy, Boston, 
March, 2001. 
 

"Considering Privacy in Ohio -- What Should (and Should Not) Be Done?" John Glenn Institute, 
Columbus, March, 2001. 
 

Panelist, "The Promise and Peril of Genetic Information," Spitzer Lecture at the 92d Street Y, New 
York, February, 2001. 
 

"Internet Privacy," Senate Bipartisan Forum on Technology and Innovation, Baltimore, February, 
2001. 
 

"Privacy and the Internet," National Press Foundation Conference on E-Commerce, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, February, 2001. 
 

"Health Privacy as One, Important Privacy Concern," Consumer Summit on Health Privacy, 
Washington, D.C., February, 2001. 
 

Panelist, "Carnivore and Electronic Surveillance," Ohio University Panel on Ethics and Technology, 
Athens, Ohio, February, 2001. 
 

"The United States, Privacy, and Data Protection," Dutch Embassy Conference for Science and 
Technology Counselors, Washington, D.C., January, 2001. 
 

Panelist, "Financial Privacy After Gramm-Leach-Bliley," American Association of Law Schools 
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Section on Financial Institutions and Consumer Financial Services, San Francisco,  January, 2001. 
 
In government service, speeches or presentations to events including: 
 

American Association of Access Professionals; American Bar Association, Committee on 
Cyberspace; American Bar Association, Corporate Section; American Bankers Association, National 
Policy Conference & Annual Compliance Conference; American Health Information Management 
Association Conference; American Medical Association, Presidents' Meeting; American Teleservices 
Association Annual Conference; Annual Conference of Privacy & Data Protection Commissioners '99 & 
'00; Aspen Summit '00; Association of American Law Schools, Sections on International and Technology 
Law; Association for Electronic Health Care Transactions Policy Forum; Cato Institute; Census Bureau, 
Millennium Lecture Series; Center for Strategic and International Studies (twice); Chief Privacy Officers 
Conference; Coalition of Service Industries; Computer Systems Security & Privacy Advisory Board; 
Computers, Freedom & Privacy '99 & '00; Congressional Internet Caucus (twice); Consumer Bankers 
Association; Critical Infrastructure Assurance Office Conference; Direct Marketing Association (twice); 
E-Commerce in the Heart of Techtopia Conference; Electronic Commerce Practitioner Institute; Electronic 
Financial Services Council; Federal Bar Association Banking Law Committee; Federal CIO Council; 
Fedweb '99; Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Conference on Financial Privacy; Federal Financial 
Institutions Interagency Privacy Group; Financial Services Institute; Financial Services Roundtable; 
Fordham Law Review Symposium on Privacy and the First Amendment; Freddie Mac Policy Conference; 
Freedom of Information Act Advanced Practitioner Conference; General Accounting Office Executive 
Council on Information Technology Conference; Genetic Discrimination Information Conference; 
Georgetown Technology Law Students Conference; Georgetown Law Journal Conference on The 
Unwanted Gaze: The Destruction of Privacy in America; Glasser Legalworks Financial Privacy Conference; 
Global Privacy Summit 2000; Health Privacy Information Alert Conference; HIPAA Health Privacy 
Summit; I-40 Forum on Privacy and Security; IBM Chief Marketing Officers Annual Conference; Identify 
Theft Summit of the Department of the Treasury; Internet Security, Trust & Privacy Association; Internet 
Society Conference; Mercatus Center Conference on Privacy and Legislation; Mealey's Internet Law 
Conference; National Automatic Clearinghouse Association Conference; National Association of State 
Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers Conference; National Consortium for Justice Information and 
Statistics; National Judicial Conference (committee on privacy and court records); National Press 
Foundation Privacy Colloquium; National Science Foundation, Computer Science & Telecommunications 
Board; National Telecommunications & Information Administration Conference on New Privacy 
Technologies; North American Securities Administrators Association Conference; Ohio Business Privacy 
Conference; Ohio State College of Law, Conference on ADR and Cyberspace; Online Privacy Alliance; 
Online Profiling Workshop of the Department of Commerce & the Federal Trade Commission; The Open 
Group (Internet standards organization) (twice); President's Information Technology Advisory Committee; 
President's Management Council; Privacy 2000 conference; Privacy & American Business, Annual 
Conference; Privacy & American Business, Chief Privacy Officers Conference (twice); Privacy Compliance 
Reporter Conference; Privacy Laws & Business Annual Conference; Progressive Policy Institute; Rx2000 
Conference; Securities Industry Association; Stanford Law Review Conference on Internet Privacy; 
University of California, Berkeley, Conference on Electronic Commerce; U.S. Internet Council; Washington 
Financial Forum. 
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